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It’s with great pride that the Center for Composite Materials at the University of Delaware contin-
ues to honor its previous Medal of Excellence winners in celebration of its 35th anniversary. This 
issue celebrates the extraordinary professional accomplishments of the 1989, 1989, 1990, and 1991 
Medal of Excellence winners: Dr. Karl M. Prewo,  Dr. Richard M. Christensen, Dr. Derek 
Hull, and Prof. Roger R. Naslain. 

Join us as we continue to follow CCM’s long, successful, and extraordinary journey of excellence.



Dr. Karl M. Prewo

Dr. Karl M. Prewo, 
developer of the first 
flight-worthy metal-ma-
trix composite aircraft 
fan blades, recipient of 
the George Mead Medal 
of Achievement (1986) 
and the National Asso-
ciation for Science and 
Technology in Society 
Award (1994).
 
Click to view full bio
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Dr. Richard M. 
Christensen

Dr. Richard M. Chris-
tensen, Research Profes-
sor in the Department 
of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, Mechanical 
Engineering at Stanford 
University, honorable 
member of the National 
Academy of Engineering 
(1987), recipient of the 
American Society of Me-
chanical Engineers Nadai 
Medal (2006).

Click to view full bio 

Dr. Derek Hull

Dr. Derek Hull, founding 
Chairman of the Brit-
ish Composites Society, 
recipient of the Rosen-
hain Medal (1973) and 
the A.A. Griffith Silver 
Medal (1985), elected a 
Fellow of the Fellowship 
of Engineering (1986) 
and a Fellow of the Royal 
Society (1989).

Click to view full bio 

Prof. Roger R. Naslain

Dr. Roger R. Naslain, 
Professor at the Uni-
versity of Bordeaux for 
half a century, designed 
and experimentally 
validated the Chemical 
Vapor Infiltration pro-
cess, awarded the Distin-
guished Lifemember of 
the American Ceramic 
Society (2004).

Click to view full bio 




