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The Medal was established in 1984 to mark CCM’s decennial celebration.  Since then it has been awarded 
to 29 individuals from the U.S., Europe, and Asia.  Designed by Charles Parks, a local sculptor with an 
international reputation, the Medal is a bronze casting bearing the likenesses of the four initial recipients 
(Tsai, Hayashi, Hashin and Kelly).  It was created to honor those who have achieved outstanding leader-
ship in the field of composites.  The recipients are chosen by a committee of past medal winners chaired 
by Professor R. Byron Pipes of Purdue University.
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Dr. Tsu-Wei Chou is the Pierre S. du Pont Chair of Engineering at the University of 
Delaware, where he has been a faculty member in the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering since 1969. He holds a B.S. degree in civil engineering from the National 
Taiwan University, an M.S. in materials science from Northwestern University, and 
a Ph.D. in materials science from Stanford University.  Dr. Chou also has served 
as a visiting professor at universities and research institutes throughout the world, 
including Argonne National Laboratory, the British Science Research Council, the 
University of Witerwatersrand (South Africa), the National Commission for the 
Investigation of Space (Argentina), Germany Aerospace Research Establishment, the 
London Branch Office of the Office of Naval Research, Tongji University (China), 
Tokyo Science University, and Industrial Research Institute (Japan). Dr. Chou is also 
an Honorary Research Professor of the Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics and the Northwestern Polytechnical University of China.
 
Dr. Chou’s research interests are in materials science, applied mechanics, fiber 
composite materials, piezoelectric materials, and nanocomposites. He has performed 
composites technology assessments in Europe and Asia for ONR and ARO, respec-
tively, and he has authored over 300 archival journal papers and book chapters in 
these areas. Dr. Chou is the author of Microstructural Design of Fiber Composites 
(Cambridge University Press), co-author of Composite Materials and Their Use in 
Structures (Elsevier-Applied Science), and the editor of several other books. He is 
also Editor-in-Chief of the international journal Composites Science and Technology.

Dr. Chou is a Fellow of ASME, ASM, ACS, ASC, TMS and AIAA, and a recipient of 
the Charles Russ Richards Memorial Award and the Worcester Reed Warner Medal 
of ASME, the Distinguished Research Award of American Society for Composites, 
and the Francis Alison Medal of the University of Delaware. Dr. Chou has also been 
recognized by ISI as a “Highly Cited Researcher.”

“Dr. Chou, one of the founding fathers of CCM, has had a distinguished career dedi-
cated to research excellence and scholarship and has contributed significantly to the 
outstanding international reputation that CCM enjoys today.  It is most fitting that 
after 40 years of exemplary service he has won the prestigious Medal of Excellence in 
Composites during our 35th Anniversary of the founding of CCM,” says Gillespie.  
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P Dr. Anoush Poursartip has played an international leadership role in the advance-
ment of composites processing science and technologies in academe and the aero-
space industry.  He is a Professor in the Department of Materials Engineering at 
The University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada.  He joined UBC in 1984 
after gaining a B.A. and Ph.D. from Cambridge University in the United Kingdom.  
Working closely with two colleagues, he directs the Composites Group at UBC, an 
interdisciplinary research group from Materials Engineering and Civil Engineering, 
with facilities in the state-of-the-art Advanced Materials and Process Engineering 
Laboratory.

His research interests include both the processing and in-service behaviour of 
composites.  Always trying to closely couple experiments and modelling, he has a 
particular interest in problems of engineering of applied significance.  In this context, 
process simulation software and associated methodologies created by the UBC Com-
posites Group over the last 20 years have been successfully transitioned to industry 
and are increasingly used in designing the manufacturing of composite aerospace 
structures.

Dr. Poursartip has been a long-standing member of the Executive Council of the 
International Committee on Composite Materials, including serving as Executive 
Secretary and President.  He has been a member of the editorial boards of the Journal 
of Composite Materials and Composites Part A.  He is also a World Fellow and Life 
Member of ICCM, and has won two Outstanding Performance Awards from The 
Boeing Company.

“I am truly humbled and honoured by this award,” said Dr. Poursartip.  “I remember 
clearly the creation of the award in 1984, as I was a freshly minted PhD and had just 
started at UBC.  I was in awe of the original four winners, and over the ensuing years 
always admired the subsequent winners.  I would never have thought that 25 years 
later I would have the privilege of joining this group, particularly on the 35th an-
niversary of the CCM, which itself has played such an important role in the history of 
composite materials research.  As we stand at a very important stage in the evolution 
of composite materials, it is important that we be aware of our history so that we can 
create a better future.”
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It’s Just Around the Corner!

It’s Just Around the Corner” story,  AND… 
...with less than 3 weeks remaining, time is running short to register and make travel arrangements 
for the historic 1st Joint Canadian and American Technical Conference presented by the American 
Society for Composites and the Canadian Association for Composite Structures and Materials.  The 
conference, hosted by the University of Delaware Center for Composites Materials, will be held Sep-
tember 15-17, 2009.  An expected 300 participants from 22 countries will converge on the University 
of Delaware, Newark Campus at the Clayton Conference Center.  The 3-day research symposium 
will consist of 246 presentations on a variety of composites related topics.  The symposium includes 
40 Invited Presentations from the leading international experts in composites science and technol-
ogy. Register today and don’t miss this unique opportunity to network with preeminent scholars, 
government and industry leaders on the latest advancements in composites. Don’t delay!  To make 
reservations please consult The University of Delaware Center for Composite Materials (UD-CCM) 
Conference web site at www.ccm.udel.edu/ASC_CACSMA_2009 or contact us for more information 
at (302) 831-8149. AND……. don’t miss the special events planned in conjunction with the 35th an-
niversary of UD-CCM. Check our web site frequently for updates and more details:
   On September 14th, an afternoon reception will be held at the Composites Manufacturing 
Science Laboratory. This will be an ideal opportunity to reconnect with fellow alumni and friends, 
faculty, and professional staff members as well as to network. A CCM overview and tours of our labs, 
all of which have been renovated over the past five years, are planned. A poster session will be held 
to provide a forum to learn more about our research activities and meet the current group of CCM 
alums.  To RSVP please contact Robin Mack at rmmack@udel.edu by September 3, 2009.
  A symposium honoring Professor Tsu-Wei Chou for his 40 years of service to the Univer-
sity and his pioneering contributions to composites science and technology during that period will be 
held throughout the ASC Conference and will include invited presentations by international experts 
in the field of composites science. 
Please click here for Prof. Chou Symposium details.
  As a special event of the Technical Conference, CCM will present the Medal of Excellence 
in Composites at the ASC Conference banquet. The medal recognizes those who have maintained 
and demonstrated scholarly endeavor, invention, and/or economic enterprise over a sustained period 
of time, in relation to the field of composites. Established in 1984 in conjunction with the Decennial 
Celebration of the Center for Composite Materials, this award has been bestowed upon 29 outstand-
ing leaders in composites in its 35-year history. 
Please click here for Medal of Excellence details
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Celebrating 35 years 
of significant 

contributions to 
composites science and 

technology, the
education of students, 

and the creation and
transfer of technology 

to industry.

201 Composites Manufacturing Science Laboratory  phone 302.831.8149
University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware 19716-3144  fax 302.831.8525 1974-2009
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M We would like to thank our many consortium members for continuing to 
participate in consortium activities.

To learn more about the benefits of becoming a member, please visit us on 
the web at www.ccm.udel.edu/Consortium/benefits.html


